
Explanation of SPD Bylaws changes: 
 

1. The AAS requested that all divisions update their bylaws to bring them up to date with respect to AAS 
bylaws.  This amounted to the following two changes: 

a. Section III: Replace citation of Article VII of the Society Bylaws with the updated Article IV, 
Section 4.21. 

b. Section V, VII, and IX: Replace all references to Council of the Society with Board of Trustees of 
the Society. 
 

2. To address problems with the election cycle that can arise when the SPD meets early in the year, the 
SPD Committee suggests changes to the timing of elections to reference specific dates in the calendar 
year instead of periods relative to the timing of the SPD business meetings.  The relevant dates are: 

a. Section VI.3: Feb. 20, names from Nominating Committee due. 
b. Section VI.4: Two weeks prior to Mar. 20, petitions for additional nominees due. 
c. Section VI.5: Mar. 20, elections open; Apr. 20, elections close; Chair reports election results at 

next business meeting following the election. 
 

3. Some changes to SPD Prizes (e.g. Hale Prize given annually instead of every 2 years, addition of Harvey 
prize) had not been codified in the Bylaws, but at the same time AAS urged that the details of how 
Prizes are awarded should not be in the Bylaws anyway.  The SPD Committee suggests that the Bylaws 
should simply list the prizes and what they are for, while maintaining separate documents (see next 
pages) on how prizes are awarded.  Changes to accomplish this are: 

a. Section X.1a: Shorten the Hale Prize section, moving the deleted text to a separate document. 
b. Section X.1b: Add the Harvey Prize to the list 
c. Section X.1c: Change the Popular Writing Award description to be like the other two, moving 

much of the text to a separate document. 
d. Section X.2: Provide a description about the rules for changing the written procedures.  Changes 

to prize procedures can be made by a majority vote instead of requiring a two-thirds vote as a 
Bylaws change. 

  



The following text will form the external documents describing the Prizes and 
Awards of the Division.  This text has been assembled from that taken out of 
the bylaws, merged with additional documentation maintained or requested by 
the Prize Committee and the Popular Media Awards Committee. 

A. Prize Committee 
A Prize Committee is appointed by the Chairperson of the Solar Physics Division in consultation with the Division 
Committee. The Prize Committee shall consist of five members including a voting chairperson. They shall be 
chosen for their knowledge of solar astronomy and breadth of scientific perspective. Terms of office of the 
committee shall be four years with two or three new members being selected each two years. 

The Prize Committee will ensure that a reminder of the opportunity of making a nomination is published in the 
announcements of the Society and of the Division. 

If a member of the Prize Committee is proposed for any prize, such a proposal will be deferred for automatic 
consideration after the proposed individual has rotated off the Prize Committee after his/her term of duty. 

B. Hale Prize 
The Solar Physics Division of the American Astronomical Society sponsors, with the cooperation of the American 
Astronomical Society, an Honorary Prize in memory of George Ellery Hale, normally to be awarded annually to a 
scientist for outstanding contributions over an extended period of time to the field of solar astronomy. The 
recipient will be invited to deliver a Hale Prize lecture at a joint meeting of the Division and the Society and the 
text of the lecture will be published in a journal of the Society. The prize-winner will receive a medal, 
honorarium, and a citation in recognition of his or her contributions. The following regulations govern the 
award:  

1. Selection is to be based upon outstanding contributions over an extended period of time to the field of 
solar astronomy. In considering candidates, the Prize Committee is to be guided by the impact of the 
candidates' research in solar physics, general astronomy, geophysics, mathematics, and physics. 

2. Any living scientist is eligible to receive the award without consideration of race, sex, or nationality. 
3. Proposals for Hale Prize nominations endorsed by two members of the Society should be submitted to 

the Prize Committee (see below), who will also be responsible for the selection. The nomination letter 
should summarize key papers, which form the basis for the proposal, as well as a description of the 
scientific achievements that justify the award. The full CV including refereed publication list is also 
required. Additional supporting letters will enhance the nomination. The Prize Committee retains the 
privilege of considering candidates not proposed by this process. 

4. Nominations for the Hale prize must be updated every three years with at minimum an updated CV and 
cover letter (other additional materials/updates are also encouraged). 

5. The Prize Committee may nominate a candidate annually, and forwards an up-to-date vitae, a 
bibliography, and a citation for the nomination to the President of the Society. 

6. The Division has arranged the funding for the medal, honorarium, publication costs (if any) and travel 
allowance, although the Society, as the legal corporate body, is the legal agent for the administration of 



the funds for these purposes. The amount of the honorarium is to be set by the Committee of the 
Division, subject to approval by the Council of the Society. 

7. Formal announcement of the winner of the Hale Prize together with the award citation will be carried in 
the Bulletin of the American Astronomical Society. A similar announcement in other journals may be 
made at the discretion of the Division Committee. 

As stated in the Bylaws, Section X.2, The above procedures may be changed either by a majority vote of the SPD 
members voting at a business meeting or by a majority approval by the SPD membership voting by electronic 
ballot. 

C. Harvey Prize 
The Solar Physics Division of the American Astronomical Society sponsors, with the cooperation of the American 
Astronomical Society, an Honorary Prize in memory of Karen Harvey, normally to be awarded annually to a 
scientist for a significant contribution to the study of the Sun early in a person's professional career. The 
recipient will be invited to deliver a Harvey Prize lecture at a joint meeting of the Division and the Society. The 
prize-winner will receive an honorarium and a citation in recognition of his or her contributions. The following 
regulations govern the award:  

1. Selection is to be based upon a significant contribution to the study of the Sun early in a person's 
professional career. The prize will be awarded to a person who has not reached 36 years of age, or who 
has not reached ten years of cumulative professional experience since the PhD or equivalent degree, at 
the end of the year preceding the award. 

2. The award is open to anyone who meets the age or professional experience requirement, without 
regard to sex, race, nationality, or membership in the SPD. 

3. A letter of nomination with supporting letters of endorsement, and full CV including a list of publications 
should be submitted to the Prize Committee (see below) who will also be responsible for the selection. 
The Prize Committee retains the privilege of considering candidates not proposed by this process. 

4. Nominations for the Harvey prize must be updated every year with at minimum an updated CV and 
cover letter (other additional materials/updates are also encouraged).  

5. The Prize Committee may nominate a candidate annually. Up-to-date vitae, a bibliography, and a 
citation for the nomination will be forwarded to the President of the Society. 

6. The Division has arranged the funding for the honorarium and travel allowance, although the Society, as 
the legal corporate body, is the legal agent for the administration of the funds for these purposes. The 
amount of the honorarium is to be set by the Committee of the Division, subject to approval by the 
Council of the Society. 

7. Formal announcement of the winner of the Harvey Prize together with the award citation will be carried 
in the Bulletin of the American Astronomical Society. A similar announcement in other journals may be 
made at the discretion of the Division Committee. 

As stated in the Bylaws, Section X.2, The above procedures may be changed either by a majority vote of the SPD 
members voting at a business meeting or by a majority approval by the SPD membership voting by electronic 
ballot. 

  



A. Popular Media Awards Committee  
A Popular Media Awards Committee is appointed by the Chairperson of the Solar Physics Division in consultation 
with the Committee of the Division. The Popular Media Awards Committee shall consist of five members 
including a voting chairperson. Four of the members shall be chosen for their knowledge of solar astronomy or 
space physics, and the fifth member shall be chosen from outside the science community. Terms of office of the 
committee shall be two years with two or three new members being selected each year. 

The Popular Media Awards Committee is to publish an announcement of the competition for the awards in 
publications of the Society and the Division. 

No currently serving member of the Popular Media Awards Committee is eligible for a media award. 

B. Popular Writing (Media) Awards 
The Solar Physics Division of the American Astronomical Society sponsors, with the cooperation of the American 
Astronomical Society, two Popular Media Awards to be awarded annually to one journalist and one scientist 
who have contributions published in the popular media about the Sun or the effects of the Sun on the Earth's 
environment. The purpose of these awards is to encourage scientists, science writers, and journalists to write 
about the Sun and thereby educate the public about results from contemporary solar research. The following 
rules govern the awards: 

1. The candidates shall be judged, and selections for the awards shall be made by a Popular Media Awards 
Committee. 

2. Awards shall be made annually in two categories, one for scientists (including both professionals and 
students) and another for science writers and journalists. One award shall be offered in each category. 

3. Any living scientist, science writer or journalist is eligible to receive an award without consideration of 
race, sex, or nationality, except that current members of the Popular Media Awards Committee are not 
eligible for awards in that year.  

4. The committee shall actively solicit nominations for the awards. Nominations of candidate articles may 
be submitted (in writing to the committee) by any member of the public. Self-nominations are welcome. 
The committee retains the privilege to nominate candidate articles themselves. 

5. Award candidates are either [1] popular or semi-popular articles, or collection of articles, that appear in 
a newspaper, magazine, or online, or [2] works of new media that incorporate substantial audio, visual, 
or interactive elements into the storytelling, about contemporary scientific studies of the Sun or the 
effects of the Sun on the Earth's environment. The articles must be in English, and must have been 
published in a North American newspaper, magazine, or popular science journal or equivalent electronic 
publication during the previous calendar year. The winners will be selected be based on the following 
criteria: relevance to solar astronomy or solar physics, or space physics directly related with the Sun; 
educational value; accuracy in describing the scientific issues involved; clarity of presentation; number 
of readers who would likely have seen the article.  

6. The first author of each winning selection will receive a cash award and a certificate citing the article for 
which the award was made. In case of articles with multiple authors, each co-author will receive such a 
certificate. 

7. The Division will arrange the funding for the awards, including the cost of producing award certificates 
(if any), although the Society, as the legal corporate body, is the legal agent for the administration of the 



funds for these purposes. The awards may be funded in part from the operating funds of the Division. 
The competition for the awards is subject to annual approval of the SPD Committee. 

8. The winners of the awards shall be announced at the annual meeting of the Division. Formal 
announcement of the winners of the awards will be carried in the Bulletin of the American Astronomical 
Society. 

As stated in the Bylaws, Section X.2, The above procedures may be changed either by a majority vote of the SPD 
members voting at a business meeting or by a majority approval by the SPD membership voting by electronic 
ballot. 
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