FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Sun and Earth Science Meeting to be Renamed ‘Heliophysics Summit’

December 10, 2024 

WASHINGTON — The Triennial Earth–Sun Summit (TESS), a premier science meeting held every three years that focuses on the Sun and its connection with the solar system, has been renamed the "Heliophysics Summit." 

The announcement was made at the 2024 American Geophysical Union (AGU) Fall Meeting during the Space Physics and Aeronomy (SPA) reception by AGU SPA President Kathy Reeves. This pivotal moment highlighted the scientific community's shared vision for a more unified and inclusive approach to heliophysics research and collaboration.

The Heliophysics Summit co-conveners, the American Astronomical Society (AAS) Solar Physics Division (SPD) and the AGU SPA, made the change to better highlight the breadth of the conference, emphasizing its comprehensive coverage of heliophysics: solar, interplanetary, magnetospheric, and ionospheric physics.

"The renaming of TESS to the Heliophysics Summit signifies our dedication to a more inclusive and expansive approach to studying the interconnected systems within heliophysics," said Dr. Nicholeen Viall, Chair of the SPD. "We believe this new identity will better represent the broad range of topics and research areas covered at the conference, encouraging greater participation and collaboration within the scientific community."

The Heliophysics Summit will continue to serve as a premier platform for scientists, researchers, and professionals from across the diverse heliophysics disciplines to share their latest discoveries, foster interdisciplinary collaboration, and explore the intricate dynamics between the Earth and Sun systems. The new name underscores AGU’s and AAS’s commitment to advancing the field of heliophysics and enhancing our understanding of solar–terrestrial interactions.

The next Heliophysics Summit is scheduled to take place in 2027. All members of the scientific community, including researchers, educators, and students, are invited to join in the transformative summit.
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The purpose of the AAS Solar Physics Division (SPD) is the advancement of the study of the Sun and the coordination of such research with other branches of science. Since its founding, the SPD holds annual scientific meetings, awards several prizes, and supports students in studying the Sun and heliosphere.

The American Astronomical Society (AAS), established in 1899, is a major international organization of professional astronomers, astronomy educators, and amateur astronomers. The mission of the AAS is to enhance and share humanity’s scientific understanding of the universe as a diverse and inclusive astronomical community.

Space Physics and Aeronomy (SPA) section is dedicated to the study of the Earth's space environment and its interactions with the Sun. This section focuses on understanding the physical processes occurring in the Earth's magnetosphere, ionosphere, and thermosphere, as well as the broader heliosphere. 

The American Geophysical Union (AGU) supports 130,000 enthusiasts to experts worldwide in the Earth and space sciences. Through scholarly publications, meetings, and other programs, AGU advances the understanding of Earth and space for the benefit of humanity.



