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Dr. Lisa Upton Awarded 2025 Karen Harvey Prize
January 15, 2025
The Solar Physics Division of the American Astronomical Society (AAS) is pleased to announce that Dr. Lisa Upton of the Southwest Research Institute (SwRI) is the recipient of the 2025 Karen Harvey Prize. This award recognizes Dr. Upton’s significant contributions to understanding large-scale solar flows and magnetic flux transport over the solar cycle, as well as her exceptional leadership within the solar physics community.
Dr. Upton’s development of a state-of-the-art data assimilative surface flux transport model has advanced global solar coronal modeling and improved solar cycle prediction capabilities. Her work has provided crucial insight into dynamo processes as well as inner boundary conditions for coronal models, thus enhancing our understanding of solar activity and space weather impacts.

In addition to her research, Dr. Upton has played a key role as co-chair of the NASA/NOAA Solar Cycle 25 Prediction Panel and has been a leading advocate for a solar polar mission. She is also recognized for her dedication to mentoring, public outreach, and fostering an inclusive scientific community.

Dr. Upton embodies the spirit of the Karen Harvey Prize through her pioneering research and commitment to community service. The AAS Solar Physics Division proudly recognizes her significant contributions to solar physics, which not only deepen our understanding of solar phenomena but also inspire and shape the next generation of scientists.

About the Karen Harvey Prize:
Established in honor of solar physicist Karen Harvey, the Karen Harvey Prize is awarded annually by the AAS SPD. It recognizes significant contributions to the field of solar physics by individuals in the early stages of their professional career, emphasizing both research excellence and potential. The 2025 Harvey Prize will be presented at SPD’s 56th meeting, held jointly with the AAS and the Laboratory Astrophysics Division during 8-12 June 2025 in Anchorage, Alaska.






For more information, please contact:

Dr. Michael S. Kirk
Press Officer, AAS Solar Physics Division
NASA Goddard Space Flight Center
+1 301-614-7045
michael.s.kirk@nasa.gov

Dr. Susanna Kohler
Communications Manager and Press Officer, American Astronomical Society
+1 202-328-2010 x127
susanna.kohler@aas.org

The purpose of the AAS Solar Physics Division (SPD) is the advancement of the study of the Sun and the coordination of such research with other branches of science. Since its founding, the SPD holds annual scientific meetings, awards several prizes, and supports students in studying the Sun and heliosphere.

The American Astronomical Society (AAS), established in 1899, is a major international organization of professional astronomers, astronomy educators, and amateur astronomers. The mission of the AAS is to enhance and share humanity’s scientific understanding of the universe as a diverse and inclusive astronomical community.
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